
Come Discover!
Exploring new opportunities involves 
a lot of research, planning, and looking. 
That’s why we have open houses. Our monthly 
open houses offer a friendly, relaxed environment 
where you can learn more about the opportunities 
available to you. You may be thinking you’re not ready to 
take this step yet. Come anyway! The information will be help-
ful for now or for the future.

Each open house features an information session presented by an expert 
in Life Plan Communities. You’ll have the opportunity to ask questions, meet resi-
dents, tour the beautiful campus and model apartments, and learn about current incentives to 
help you save money. Each open house ends with refreshments and the opportunity to request personalized infor-
mation from a retirement counselor.

New adventures are always just around 
the corner, and we would love to help 
you determine if Elim Park can help 
facilitate the next leg of your journey. 

To reserve your seat at one of our 
upcoming Open Houses, call 

203.272.7550. It’s never 
too early to chart your 

course for the future, 
and we want to help!

Elim Park Baptist Home, Inc. DBA

140 Cook Hill Road
Cheshire, CT 06410

Non-Profit org.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit no. 1411
New Haven, CT

Cheshire’s Not-For-Profit Nationally Accredited Life Plan Community

Spring/Summer 2017

Friends And Neighbors of Elim Park Place

A Message  
from Rob Cota, 
Administrator of 
Independent  
Living

Discover  
New  
Horizons

World with the hope of religious 
freedom. In 1903 the Wright broth-
ers began a new era with the flight 
of their first powered aircraft.

Warm weather and blue skies 
beckon you to venture out and find 
daring new experiences of your 
own. Columbus navigated with a 
map that marked his destination as, 
“Here there be dragons.” Maybe your 
map marks Elim Park as “Here there 
be an old folks’ home.” We invite you 
to take the plunge of every explorer 
and come discover the Elim Park 
family for yourself. You may find an 
open door to new adventures.

Upcoming 
Open Houses
Wed, June 28, 2017  
Thurs, July 27, 2017 
Thurs, August 24, 2017
Program begins at 10am.  
Seating is limited, so call today 
for information and reservations.

One of my favorite things about Elim Park is the 
culture of open arms and open hearts. It seems like 
yesterday that, 19 years ago, I stepped foot on the 
Elim Park campus for the very first time. I wanted 
to experience the community for myself. I quickly 
realized that “seeing is believing,” when a personal 
tour of the community opened my eyes to people 
living a secure and full life. You have to mingle with 
the people who call Elim Park home to catch the 
family-like atmosphere, the genuine support from 
the staff, and the vibrant buzz of activity.

We want to meet you! I know you may be think-
ing you would like to stay in your family home for as 
long as possible and don’t plan on making a move 
for a while. We still want to hear your story, get to 
know you, and share our community with you. 

You probably spent your childhood preparing 
for adulthood by going to school. You then pro-
ceeded to live out your working years planning for 
retirement. Each part of life comes with its own ex-
citement and challenges. I hope you’ll let us be part 
of your next phase of planning. You will be able to 
make a good decision about your “life plan” if you do 
exactly that—plan it.  Come meet the people who 
call Elim Park home and explore the possibilities.

I look forward to seeing you here at Elim Park 
and helping you discover this unique community 
the same way I did during my first visit.  Come take a 
look at life at Elim Park.

See! The winter is past; Flowers 
appear on the earth; the season 
of singing has come, the cooing 
of doves is heard in our land.  
—Song of Solomon 2:11–12

What do you desire from your 
future? Do you want to discover 
new horizons and fresh opportuni-
ties? It seems like every adventure 
or opportunity comes with equal 
shares of hope and apprehension. 
Think of a few famous explorers and 
pioneers.

In 1492, when Columbus fa-
mously sailed the “ocean blue,” he 
chased the dream of finding an 
unknown continent while contend-
ing with the fear of dropping off the 
edge of a flat earth. In 1620, the Pil-
grims braved the voyage to the New 

203.272.7550  
elimpark.org  

info@elimpark.org



Harriet shares an Elim 
Park Place brochure 

with a visitor.

Previously active in her community through 
volunteer work at a soup kitchen, Harriet continues 
to volunteer at her new community. “You have to be 
careful to maintain a good balance,” she says, “but 
volunteering is a great way to learn more about your 
new surroundings.” She especially likes meeting people 
and hearing their stories when she volunteers during 
open houses.

Elim Park takes its part of the commitment just as 
seriously as Harriet takes hers. From providing a warm, 
caring environment, to making sure couples remain 
together, to providing a welcoming atmosphere for 

visiting children and grandchildren, 
Elim’s desire is to love and serve 

each person who walks through 
the doors.

“There’s so much to enjoy,” 
Harriet exclaims. “Don’t wait.”

So Much  
to Enjoy

Reserve your seats today!  
Call the box office at 203.699.5495  

or visit us at NelsonHallElimPark.com

Harriet Fotter and her husband Hank moved to Elim 
Park several months after beginning their search for a 
new living situation. They needed someplace equipped 
to care for Hank as he dealt with progressing dementia. 
They also wanted to stay together. As they began their 
search in February 2016, nothing met their needs. 
Either they couldn’t make the move together or the 
community couldn’t handle his needs. Then they found 
Elim Park.

Harriet relates, “Elim Park worked with us. They said, 
‘Tell us what you need, and we’ll help you.’” The process 
didn’t take long. The Fotters began to call Elim Park 
home in May 2016, just four months after life threw 
them the curve ball that caused them to begin their 
search. Hank now receives the services he needs in the 
health center while Harriet lives in an apartment in the 
Andrews Knoll neighborhood.

“I feel Elim and I have made a commitment to each 
other,” Harriet says. “Elim promises to be the 

best it can be for me, and my part is 
to help make this community the 
best it can be.”

A Surprise at 
Nelson Hall

On April 8th, a surprise visitor entered Nelson Hall. 
Wearing a black evening gown, she joined Franc 
D’Ambrosio—formerly the Phantom in Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s The Phantom of the Opera—in a single warm-
up song. The ushers for the event listened from the door.

Famous for holding the title “World’s Longest 
Running Phantom” for over a decade, Franc D’Ambrosio 
continued his musical adventure with a role in The 

Godfather III and a successful solo career. His bio 
states that he has the record of receiving a 

spontaneous standing ovation for every single 
performance.

At Nelson Hall, D’Ambrosio performed 
The Phantom Unmasked, a wide variety of 
Broadway songs. Near the end of the night, 
the woman in the black evening gown joined 
him on stage. Raissa Katona Bennett was 
an associate of D’Ambrosio early in both of 
their careers. While D’Ambrosio performed 
in San Francisco, Bennett gained recognition 

as Christine in The Phantom of the Opera in 
New York. They never sang together on 

Broadway, but that only added to the magic 
on the 8th of April as they joined forces to 

bring The Phantom of the Opera to life on the 
Nelson Hall stage.

“How are you going to top that?!” one 
guest exclaimed. Another commented that 
her friend was thrilled with the show and 
grateful for being invited.

The evening ended with three encores 
and standing ovations.

The Music of John Denver  Jim Curry
Jim Curry is today’s top performer of John Denver’s 
vast legacy of multi-platinum hits. Jim will perform 
a full length concert with live band, guitar, flute, 
mandolin and bass.

June 22, 2017 
2:00pm & 
7:30pm


